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The Ifi-month-lung of the voyage 

around the world of vatch Tmlimi* 

entne to Jin end on Saiurdav, when it 

coasted ink) Hoitihay to a tumultous 
welcome, and etched a unique place 
for itself in the ;innals of Indian 
yul thing history. - 

The pennant •decked yacht arrived 
al ihe Gateway of tndi at precisely 
4.1X1 pm against Ihe backdrop of 
imilti coloured flares fired Irom naval 
ships in Ihe harbour and tiny sloops 
and yachts cruising around iht: har- 
bour. Spontaneous applause rem . - he 
air as thousands of spectators .j;;,vc 
vent to their joyous feelings aid 
welcomed the sailing heroes. 

The chief of Army staff, Gcncflt 
K, Sundcrjr welcomed ihe crew, who 
were led by their '.skipper 9 Li Col K. 
S. Rao. when they landed at the 
stone berth of the gateway. Also on 
hand were senior Army, Navy and 
government officials, sikmgwiih the 
family members of the- crew. 

The crew which completed the 
odyessey months ahead of sched ile 
were given a warm reception uiidei 
the portals of the gateway/ Speaking 
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on .he occasion. General Sundcrji 
unri j meed thai a hero's welcome 
nwnf .; the icam at Delhi, where ihey 
wilt c felicitated among others by 
the President, the Vice-President and 
inc. 1'ime Minister. 

Th General also praised the pal* 
•art » W. all of whom belong to the 
Cory. . of engineers and said that most 
new hings in the Army were begun 
by th suppers. I !c also made special 
refer, nee to the courage and deter- 
mination of Major A. K. Singh, a 
handicapped member the crew. 

Ge icral Sundcrji commended the 
role j laved by the former minister of 
state for defence production, Mr .1^. 
P. Singh Deo. in getting the expedi- 
tion "off the ground". 

The General also released a special 
stamp on the occasion brought out by 
tie p SI and telegraph department. 
Tu- 1'n 6.50 stump depicts the yacht 
* in the foreground with a world map 
showi c the route taken by the yacht. 
The team presented the chief of 
staff v th a brass etching of the yacht, 
to cc lmcrorate the historic occa- 
sion. 

The general announced that 
a not In r expedition would lie orga- 
nised lit IWW. which would go around 



the trecherous Cape Horn. 

Earlier, the engineer-in-chicf of 
the corns of engineers. Lt. Gen. P. S. 
ttoy. said that in its voyage, the yacht 
had touched 31 pints and was man- 
ned by a permanent team of four, the 
skipper, l.t. Col. K. S. Rao. Major 
A. K. Singh. Captain S. Shckher and 
Captain C. Boaruti. These (our 
■sailors' became the first Indians to 
circumnavigate the globe in a yacht. 
covering a distance of 33.IKH) nautical 
miles. 

Lt. Col. K. S. Kan became the first 
Indian soldier to be awarded a 'rank* 
at sea. when he was promoted from 
Major to Lt. Col. 

The other six members of the team 
included Col. T. I' V Chaudhary. 
ihe team manager. Major A. Bhat- 
tacharya. Major S N. Mnthur. Major 
A. P. Singh. Captain K. Uassi wd 
I he youngest member of the team. 
Lt. N. Ahuja. All of them did diffe- 
rent sailing time on the yacht's 
voyage around the world. 
- the 'skipper' who was one of the 
four Indians to circumnavigate the 
world said that the Trishna experi- 
ence WHS a 'dream come true when 
we look off and it was a dream 
realised now". I le was also overjoyed 
to meet his 11 -month daughter who 
was born when the yacht glided into 



[Jarbedos on February 7, WBfi. Hi! 
daughter was promptly named 'Trish- 
na' bv his wile V;mi. lioth mothei 
and daughter were at the gateway to 
receive their hero. Young Trishna 
was seen waving a placard saying 
•welcome home daddy'. 

Major A. K. Singh too was re- 
ceived by his wile and two daughters. 
who were also car tying a placard 

welcoming 'daddy and Trishna*. The 
voyage experience was like "living life 
through .ii'.iin" ioi Major Singh, who 
had lost his leg in » hang-gliding 
accident in I'ls.Vh.ul volunteered for 
the expedition nonetheless, and now 
plans to unwind ami write a book 
about his experiences. 

Col. T. 1*. S Chaudhury, the team 
manager said ilial occasionally there 
were (raved tempers and exchange of 
hot words lnnwecu crew members 
hut this was to expected on such a 
long voyage and til a confined space. 
However, tilings never got out of 
hand and these arguments 'were simi- 
lar ro ones between brothers', said 
the baby of the new, IJ N. Ahuja. 

Col. ChaudhaT> said that the yacht 
had taken a lot of battering and had 
its sail lorn and engine damaged. The 
boat wits taken our lor repairs twice. 

Lt Col Kan rctu'.cd the observation 
that the expedition was a cake walk, 
with ihe best of equipment made 
available to the crew. There are far 
superior and sophisticated boats than 
the Trishna. he said. With reference 
to the solo circumnavigation of Hob 
Chisterscr. he said rhat 'the equip- 
ment used by the former was very 
sophisticated and the yacht too was 
much larger. Asked if he would like 
to do a *so1o\ he said he could, but- 
'dismissed the possibility by saying 
that it would be a very expensive 
.venture which probably no one 
'would sponsor. 

!• The Rs 6 lakh Finnish-made yacht 
was refitted in Bombay with all basic 
cruising equipment including a depth 
sounder, wind instruments, radios, 
satellite navigation systems and a 
diesel engine for emergencies. 
Earlier on Saturday, the yacht be- 

S;an the last lee of its voyage when h 
eft Mandova in the afternoon after a 

night's halt. 



